
July 31, 2009 
 
Peggy Gram, International President 
Sweet Adelines International 
Tulsa, OK 
 
Dear Peggy, 
 
Yes, we’ve met before.  I am a member of the Region 24 Management Team (current 
Membership) and our RMT had a chance to visit with you in Hawaii.   
 
I am asking if the Sweet Adelines International organization through you could recognize (semi-
officially)  a wonderful man, Warren Hartburg, now over 89 years old, who was one of the early 
barbershoppers back in the Niagara Falls/Buffalo area – not only was he an active SPEBSQSA 
member, but he was a vibrant Sweet Adelines director for several choruses in the area from 
before 1947 to after 1971.  
 
I know that Sweet Adelines records did not track male directors and few of those early records 
are available to search through… but indirectly, there is existing Sweet Adeline documentation 
about Warren – which I will list below. 
 
I am asking if it would be possible to get an official looking Sweet Adelines certificate signed by 
you which could then been presented to Warren by several of our Region 24 Management 
Team members (on your behalf) – thanking him for his “contribution to the early growth of Sweet 
Adelines International and for his undying enthusiasm and love for Sweet Adelines even to this 
day”.   
 
 
Over the past 3 years now, we have recorded Warren’s voice as he talked about the “old days” 
… and I’ve exhausted several web searches, phone calls, and Sweet Adelines’ history hunting 
for people who might still be alive and could give me more information about his early Sweet 
Adelines and SPEBSQSA days.   
 
When Warren moved to Oregon to be near two of his children (Cheryl and Patrick), most of his 
belongings were left behind, except for a very small collection of precious old photos and a few 
newspaper clippings which I have scanned (some included below). 
 
The earliest SAI date I have documented is 1947 – but he HAD to have been directing his 
women’s chapter prior to 1947 in order to have them ‘join’ Sweet Adelines in 1947.  So I’m 
estimating that he might have started directing even 2 or 3 years earlier. 
 
Barbershopping didn’t stay just with Warren.   

Warren’s wife, Helen, was his assistant director (when work took him away) and she 
also competed in early Quartet competition reaching International’s 6th place.  And 
Nancy Bergram wrote that “Beryl Hartburg (his sister-in-law) was Regent of Region #1 
from 1956 thru 58.” 

 
Nancy Bergman took time to type this and email it to me in 2008: 

I don’t think I'm going to be a lot of help, Judy.  I know the name, but don't think I know 
him - at least I don't remember him.   I went to Buffalo in 1954 when the Sweet Adeline 



Convention was there....that's where my quartet, the Mississippi Misses, WON the 
International Qtte Comp. 

The KENMORE PIONEER CHAPTER was the first one in the Buffalo area, and on the 
eastern seaboard...one of the original chapters in existence in 1947 when the 
organization became national.  They were the hostesses of the convention in 1954.   All 
of the chapters of Sweet Adelines are listed in order of the date they chartered in the 
back of the "30 Years of Harmony" book published by SAI in 1977.... 
  

Later the same day, NancyB emailed this to me: 
 

Just picked up my Pitch Pipe magazines, and in the very first one, December 1949, the 
report from the KENMORE CHAPTER included the following news item:   "We are 
spending every spare minute working for the success of our first big entertainment.  It 
has been postponed from February to March because the original date would conflict 
with the party being held by the Kenmore SPEBSQSA.  Talent is being lined up and our 
director, Warren Hartburg, and our master of ceremonies, Charley Young, from the 
Buffalo Evening News, are working hand-in-glove to make it a bang-up affair, complete 
with Razzle-Dazzle."   This was written by Dot Young, President, KENMORE CHAPTER. 
  
The next issue, October 1950,  carried a history of how each of the chapters began, 
submitted by a person from each chapter.   Here's some INFO from KENMORE 
CHAPTER...I guess their reporter, Geane Green, didn't get the history message, but 
here's what was going on in KENMORE. 
  
"Kenmore Chapter now numbers 37 members with 3 quartets in full swing.  Meetings are 
held every other Thursday at 8:15 (10c fine is you're late!) at the Kenmore Presbyterian 
Church.  Meetings are usually held under rather strenuous circumstances, but our last 
one topped them all.   Our regular meeting room was being used by the Girl Scouts so 
we adjourned to the Nursery room, and folder ourselves into wee chairs.  Above us, the 
church choir practiced under the leadership of a man whose footwork purs any pile 
driver to shame.   Next door a basketball game out-shouted us, and across the hall an 
orchestra serenaded us.   Undaunted, we continued to practice for our Revue!....." 
  
After a lot of information about fund-raisers they had held, she reports:   "We close each 
meeting with a "Koffee Kloche".   Everyone feeds the kitty, and believe it or not, this 
helps greatly to defray the expenses of our leader, Warren Hartburg."....."Beryl Hartburg, 
our veep, was elected delegate to the Fourth Annual Convention.   Helen Hartburg, our 
assistant director, was made alternate delegate.   To date, twelve members are planning 
to attend the Convention and the Rhythm Maids hope to compete for the championship." 
  
The next report from Kenmore was in the January 1952 issue where the following 
excerpt reference our subject Warren Hartburg:   "The Fair also gave us our new 
assistant director, Nancy New.   With only one rehearsal she did a super job substituting 
for Warry Hartburg."    Get that...."WARRY Hartburg!"   So he was still there!! 
  
In May 1952 we have the following:   "In March we sang before 200 members of the 
Buffalo Consistory.   It was Nancy New's swan song as our assistant director since she's 
about to become a bride and move to Florida.   We have been very fortunate to have her 
since Warry, our regular director, can't always be with us.  He was with us March 17 
when we sang for the Odd-fellows in Buffalo.   Occasionally his wife, Helen, will take 



over the reins and does so admirably.   We hope she'll consider the job as permanent 
assistant." 
  
AH HA!   In September 1952, it gets really GOOD!   "This year, immediately following the 
show, we wre pleased to accept an invitation from the Buffalo Chapter of the 
SPEBSQSA to sing on their Parade of Quartets in Nov. '52.  It was issued by members 
of their Parade Committee who had attended our show and found our chorus to be 
everything we'd said it was for the past three years.  (The only difference between them 
and us is we've known it longer!)  Sounds conceited, doesn't  it?  Why shouldn't we be?   
We have the best dog-goned director in the country, Warrie Hartburg!   At least WE're 
convinced he is!" 
 
So we have PROOF in writing that Warren was the director of the Kenmore Chapter in 
Buffalo NY from at least 1949 thru 1952.........and I'm sure a LOT longer than that! 
Nancy B 

 
I have proof that he was still directing a chorus in 1971… and that he was still singing … which 
again, makes me think that he was still involved in at least one of the men’s chapters. 
 

 
I don't have any information on Warren Hartburg, but one of our chorus members 
remembers him and gave me this photo to scan and share with you.  It says "Shine On 
Your Shoes" on the back of the photo, so I'm assuming that it is the song that they 
sung.  She tells me it's  the"Maid of the Mist Chapter" in Niagara Falls, which was 
formed when the Niagara Falls Chapter folded.  The contest was in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada in March, 1971.  I've attached the photo. I hope this helps. 
Nancy Racinowski 

 
 
He easily has 30 years of active participation … and a total of around 69+ years of loving and 
endlessly talking about his/our hobby 
 
His two children that I’ve had the pleasure to meet and talk with – recall Mom and Dad always 
singing … and that the kids were always included…along with all of the friends. 
 
 
 



So here’s the beginning of my story : 
 
Three years ago, my Sweet Adeline chorus was performing during the Christmas season at the 
nearby Oregon Veteran’s Home.  As we were warming up, we were told that one of the 
“residents” (Warren) was a former barbershopper and director and that he was anxiously 
awaiting to hear us.  Keep in mind, that this particular “home” has 4 different residential sections 
depending on the level of care that is needed, and that we’d be performing in each section. 
 
We walked down the hall and prepared to sing in Section A.  I was directing this particular day.  
As the men (and some women) were being “wheeled” in and arranged in a casual audience 
setting (and honestly our hearts were sinking), we became aware of one man kind of front and 
center – we guessed that he must be “WARREN.”  We started our first song with as much 
energy as we could muster … feeling so sad in our hearts … when Warren raised his right hand 
in front of his face and gave the universal barbershop sign for “light those faces up, girls!”… 
Immediately, our hearts soared realizing that we were one of the few groups to be singing there 
that year … and that most of the “residents” do not have family members close enough to share 
the holidays with.  Tears started flowing in both the audience and the chorus as we all 
connected through the songs of the holidays and hugs and handshakes and conversations 
afterwards.   When we were done in Section A… Warren led us (chattering the whole way) to 
Sections B, C, and the alzheimer’s unit – D.   
 
Since then, Warren has become a dear friend of our chorus… and a very special friend to my 
quartet.  Here’s a picture of Warren, when we toured the home (with an extra singer) for our gift 
of Singing Valentines to the residents. 

         
 

Look at the light in his eyes 
 



So here’s more of what I’ve pieced together. 
 

1949 – I had a phone conversation in 2008 with Dick Grapes (Buffalo Bills) and Dick 
recalled when he was 25 years old and walking into his first chapter meeting (Kenmore 
New York chapter) … he was greeted by Warren and brother Griff  -- he remembers how 
they “just loved singing.” 

 
 
Sent to me in 2008:   

On Easter Sunday evening my Mother and I were looking through some old photos that 
my Father had, and there were a couple of Warren, We were wondering if he was still 
alive. My Mother first met Warren and Helen when he was directing the Buffalo Sweet 
Adelines Chapter (where she first started in SA).   They then started the Niagara Falls 
Chapter.   That is how my Father, Chet, got started in Barbershopping.   I will gather as 
much info as I can, however there are not too many of the old timers left. 
Carol Duncan 

 
 
Here’s some additional pictures that I’ve collected…. 
 

 
Names on back:  Ken Phinney, Red Wheeler, Syl Bell, Warry Hartburg, Griff Hartburg, ?, Cy 
Van Abel   -  Photographer:  Joseph C Perry, Buffalo, NY 
 



 
This picture appears on pg 22 in the Sweet Adelines "30 Years of Harmony" book published by 
SAI in 1977.   
 

 
The back of this article refers to “President Eisenhower” – which dates this paper between 
1952-1956.  An heading on an article started on the back of this pic says “Office Workers Had 
Rules to Follow in the Good Old Days”…  
 



 
This photo/article is dated 4/19/1968 … and Warren as director. 
 

 
Ptty, I’m really hoping that these glimpses from a man’s past will grab your heart … and that 
you’ll figure out someway to do something special to do for Warren.   
 
He’s not expecting anything …. He’s been in love with Sweet Adelines all of these years … and 
it shows every time we (or anyone else) talk with him. 
 
But I think it’d be so terrific to give him a certificate that he could hang on his wall or “haul 
around to show off” showing that we are grateful to be where we are today due to the energies 
of the early directors…. And it would eventually mean a ton to his children who realize now how 
special their Dad is. 
 
Thank you for wading through this…. And of course, I do hope that you can figure out some 
official or unofficial way to give Warren some recognition. 
 
Thank you again! 
 
 
 
Judy Galloway 
Harmony of the Gorge Chorus 
Region 24 – Membership Coordinator 
2520 Montello 
Hood River, OR 97031 
 


