July 31, 2009

Ed Watson, CEO
Barbershop Harmony Society
Nashville, TN

Dear Ed,

Yes, we've met before. | was Asst. Dean for Harmony College NW in 2008 in Tacoma, WA which you
were able to attend, and several times we've meet now at BHS events (my husband, Ken, will be
Evergreen District President starting in January).

| am asking if the BHS through you could recognize (semi-officially) a wonderful man, Warren Hartburg,
now over 89 years old, who was one of the early barbershoppers back in the Niagara Falls/Buffalo area —
a very active chorus member, quartetter, director, and also an SAI director for several SAl choruses — one
being the first chorus to join from east of the Mississippi. | can’t verify that he was a member long enough
to earn a 50 year pin ... but would it be possible to get a certificate signed by you, and perhaps Bill Biffel,
which could then been presented to Warren by one or two of the Evergreen District board — thanking him
for his “contribution to the early formation of SBEPSQSA and for his undying enthusiasm and love for
barbershop singing even to this day”.

I've checked with BHS enough to know that records back in the early days are either non-existing or
stored in some buried boxes.

Over the years now, we have recorded Warren’s voice as he talked about the “old days” ... and I've
exhausted several web searches and phone calls hunting for people who might still be alive and could
give me more information about his early barbershop days.

When he moved to Oregon to be near two of his children (Cheryl and Patrick), most of his belongings
were left behind, except for a very small collection of precious old photos and a few newspaper clippings
which | have scanned (some included below).

The earliest date | have documented is 1947 — but he HAD to have been singing with his men’s chorus
long before getting involved with directing a women'’s chorus .... And the women’s chorus had to already
have been together for a while prior to 1947 in order to have ‘joined’ SAl in that year. So I'm estimating
that he might have started singing in the early 1940’s.

| have proof that he was still directing a chorus in 1971... and that he was still singing ... which again,
makes me think that he was still involved in at least one of the men’s chapters.

He easily has 30 years of active participation ... and a total of around 69+ years of loving and endlessly
talking about his/our hobby

Even though he won't really say “why, he quit” ... | think it was around the time his brother Griff died (and
| do not have that date)...

His two children that I've had the pleasure to meet and talk with — recall Mom and Dad always singing ...
and that the kids were always included...

So here’s the story :

Three years ago, my Sweet Adeline chorus was performing during the Christmas season at the nearby
Oregon Veteran’s Home. As we were warming up, we were told that one of the “residents” (Warren) was
a former barbershopper and director and that he was anxiously awaiting to hear us. Keep in mind, that



this particular “home” has 4 different residential sections depending on the level of care that is needed,
and that we’d be performing in each section.

We walked down the hall and prepared to sing in Section A. | was directing this particular day. As the
men (and some women) were being “wheeled” in and arranged in a casual audience setting (and
honestly our hearts were sinking), we became aware of one man kind of front and center — we guessed
that he must be “WARREN.” We started our first song with as much energy as we could muster ...
feeling so sad in our hearts ... when Warren raised his right hand in front of his face and gave the
universal barbershop sign for “light those faces up, girls!”... Inmediately, our hearts soared realizing that
we were one of the few groups to be singing there that year ... and that most of the “residents” do not
have family members close enough to share the holidays with. Tears started flowing in both the audience
and the chorus as we all connected through the songs of the holidays and hugs and handshakes and
conversations afterwards. When we were done in Section A... Warren led us (chattering the whole way)
to Sections B, C, and the alzheimer’s unit — D.

Since then, Warren has become a dear friend of our chorus... and a very special friend to my quartet.
Here’s a picture of Warren, when we toured the home (with an extra singer) for our gift of Singing
Valentines to the residents.

Look at the light in his eyes

So here’s what I've pieced together.

1949 — | talked in 2008 with Dick Grapes (Buffalo Bills) and Dick recalled when he was 25 years old and
walking into his first chapter meeting (Kenmore New York chapter) ... he was greeted by Warren and
brother Griff -- he remembers how they “just loved singing.”

1947 - An email from Nancy Bergman in 2008 referred me to the earliest Pitchpipes -- which had articles
about his first chorus “Kenmore (Pioneer) Chapter” in 1947, 1949 (first chorus east of the Mississippi) ....
which is shown in the “30 Years of Harmony” book. ...




Sent to me in 2008: On Easter Sunday evening my Mother and | were looking through some old photos
that my Father had, and there were a couple of Warren, We were wondering if he was still alive. My
Mother first met Warren and Helen when he was directing the Buffalo Sweet Adelines Chapter (where
she first started in SA). They then started the Niagara Falls Chapter. That is how my Father, Chet, got
started in Barbershopping. | will gather as much info as | can, however there are not too many of the old
timers left.

Carol Duncan

1971 — | don't have any information on Warren Hartburg, but one of our chorus members remembers him
and gave me this photo to scan and share with you. It says "Shine On Your Shoes" on the back of the
photo, so I'm assuming that it is the song that they sung. She tells me it's the"Maid of the Mist Chapter"
in Niagara Falls. Which was formed when the Niagara Falls Chapter folded. The contest was in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada in March, 1971.

Nancy Racinowski, Buffalo Gateway Chorus

Here’s some pictures that I've collected ... showing a young Warren (and one with Griff)... but few of
them have any dates.

Names on back: Ken Phinney, Red Wheeler, Syl Bell, Warry Hartburg, G'r-i‘ff Hartburg, ?, Cy Van Abel
Photographer: Joseph C Perry, Buffalo, NY



Referenced on the back — Kenmore Chapter Show, “make-up” quartet,
Bass: Jack Sweeney, Tenor: Warry Hartburg, Lead: Bill Pepper, Bari: Art Twombly
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“The Mixmasters” — Charlie Berchen, Syl Bell, Warry Hartburg, Dave Schoepf



The back of this article refers to “President Eisenhower” — which dates this paper between 1952-1956.
An heading on an article started on the back of this pic says “Office Workers Had Rules to Follow in the
Good Old Days"...

=3
W

This photo/article is dated 4/19/

... and Warren as director.

1968




Ed, I'm really hoping that these glimpses from a man’s past will grab your heart ... and that you'll figure
out something special to do for Warren.

He’s not expecting anything .... He’s been in love with SPEBSQSA all of these years ... and it shows
every time we talk with him.

But | think it'd be so terrific to give him a certificate that he could hang on his wall or “haul around to show
off” showing that we are grateful to be where we are today due to the energies of the early singers.... And
it would eventually mean a ton to his children who realize now how special their Dad is.

Thank you for wading through this.... And of course, | do hope that you can figure out some official or
unofficial way to give Warren some recognition.

Thank you again!

Judy Galloway

Harmony of the Gorge Chorus
Co-Dean HCNW 2010

Timbre Editor — EVG District
Proud BHS Associate Member
2520 Montello

Hood River, OR 97031



